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SARC Nets
Sunday 28.730 MHz

CW 10:00 AM
SSB 10:30 AM

Tuesday 147.060 MHz (VE3RPT)
7:30 PM
Alternate frequency 
146.520 MHz simplex

Thursday 28.730 MHz
SSB 7:00 PM

Saturday 14.125 MHz
SSB 10:00 AM (VE1EBK)

Everyone is invited to check in on CW before the 
nets start.

These are open nets. All licensed hams are welcome. 
Come and join us.

We also want to emphasize that 28.730 MHz is our 
calling frequency. Please monitor and/or call your 
friends. 7:00 PM is a good time.
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Long-Delayed Echoes
Hello All SARC Members and "Alumni":

This month's "echo" is from XTAL magazine for February, 1948 and, once again, our good, old club is 
mentioned. It seems that on January 24, 1948 the club hosted their "Second Annual Banquet" and 
attracted more than 275 registered in attendance and was reported as one of the largest and best ham 
gatherings ever held in Canada! How about that.

I was around 7 years of age at that time and knew nothing about radio. How times do change. HI.

Take note of the notice about The Wireless Association of Ontario activities. Ham radio was "booming" 
in 1948. 

With the help of Ken Grant, VE3FIT and our Secretary / Editor, Ray, VE3ZXC you will now find what 
is believed to be 'every known' copy of XTAL magazine on the Long-Delayed Echoes site. That is 
located on www.ve3we.org/ under "affiliates", under "long-delayed echoes", under "Canadian Amateur 
Radio Operators Association".

Also, to the best of my knowledge, no one else has digitized these magazines and put them on the 
WWW for all to enjoy. Other ham radio publications such as QST, CQ, 73, Ham Radio etc. are on the 
web and now XTAL.

There are some new photos taken by personal friends of mine's parents of the "Northern Ontario 
Hamfest" ca. 1954 and 1955 for you to enjoy. Thanks to Bob, VE3IEL for the loan of a slide scanner so 
these photos could be uploaded to the WWW.

If you communicated by wireless (radio) before 1988 and are still a "Ham" you are probably eligible to 
join the Quarter Century Wireless Association and take part in their activities.

The national and international QCWA website is:   www.qcwa.org

Our own local chapter is the Fred Hammond Chapter 73 (previously known as the "Southern Ontario 
Chapter 73) and their website is: www.qcwa.ca

Chapter 73 meets twice a year at the Mohawk Inn, West of Toronto starting around 9:00 am for coffee 
and fellowship, followed by a speaker and a lunch and a lucky draw and concludes around 1:30 pm.

If you do wish to join, I will be pleased to propose you for membership as required by the QCWA By-
laws. Please contact me to make arrangements.

73 for now. Gord, VE3CNA
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Ferreting out noise sources
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

About three months ago, I put up a 20m antenna—an end-fed, half-wave antenna 
(http://www.kb6nu.com/kb6nu-finally-builds-an-end-fed-half-wave-antenna/). Right off the bat, I was 
flummoxed by the high noise level. It was nearly S9, obliterating all but the strongest signals.

The strange thing about this noise was that I was only experiencing it on 20m, and only using this 
antenna. If I switched to my 40m dipole, the noise dropped back to the S1 - S2 noise level that I usually 
experience here. (Yes, I know. I'm really lucky to have such a low noise level here.)

It didn't really make any sense to me that this antenna would be so susceptible to noise while my other 
antennas weren't, but I just couldn't come up with any other explanation. I was not experiencing any 
noise on any of the other bands, after all. Sometimes 40m is so quiet here that I check to make sure that 
the antenna is connected to the radio.

As luck would have it, I stumbled upon the noise source a couple of days ago. I had taken the laptop I 
normally use in the shack somewhere one day last week, and when I returned it to the shack that 
evening, I switched the rig over to 20m before connecting the power supply back to the laptop. No 
noise! When I plugged the power supply into the laptop, the noise jumped up to S9 again. The problem 
noise source was found!

I posted about my experience to my blog and to the HamRadioHelpGroup 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HamRadioHelpGroup/). Mark, K5LXP, one of the gurus on HRHG, 
advised me to throw the main circuit breaker in order to determine if it was something inside the house 
generating the noise. Bob, K0NR, commented on my blog post, "I have found that flipping off circuit 
breakers in my house is a good first step to try and find a noise source. Usually ticks off the family, but 
what the heck :-)" Either of these methods will help you determine if a noise source is inside or outside 
of your house.

I'm still thinking that the way my antenna is positioned may have something to do with its picking up 
the noise generated by the power supply. I plan to play around with the positioning of the antenna once 
the snow melts and see if that makes any difference. Until then, I can work 20m with the power supply 
disconnected and run the laptop off the battery.

So, the next question you might ask is how does the antenna work? It seems to be putting out a very 
good signal. One evening last week, I worked several DX stations, including 6W/HA0NAR in Senegal. 
It's not a beam, but I'm pretty happy with it.

When he's not worrying about his signal-to-noise ratio, Dan, KB6NU publishes the "No-Nonsense" 
series of amateur radio license study guides. The latest in this series is the No-Nonsense Extra Class 
License Study Guide. For more information, go to KB6NU.Com or e-mail cwgeek@kb6nu.com.

WAVELENGTH February 2013 Page 4

http://kb6nu.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HamRadioHelpGroup/
http://www.kb6nu.com/kb6nu-finally-builds-an-end-fed-half-wave-antenna/
mailto:cwgeek@kb6nu.com

	Long-Delayed Echoes
	Ferreting out noise sources

